ADOPTED – OCTOBER 8, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committee of the: 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FUNDING THROUGH THE HOUSING TRUST FUND TO ESTABLISH A TENANT RESOURCE CENTER WITH UNOBLIGATED ARPA FUNDS
RESOLUTION #24 – 468

WHEREAS, Resolution #22-211 Allocated $9,000,000 in American Rescue Plan funds to the Ingham County Housing Trust Fund (HTF); and

WHEREAS, approximately $455,000 of available ARPA funds remain unobligated; and

WHEREAS, the HTF has heard from multiple sources that Ingham County tenants need advocacy, and assistance finding solutions to rental issues; and

WHEREAS, The Tenant Resource Center will be a needed drop-in and wrap-around referral resource space for Lansing Area tenants; and 

WHEREAS, The Tenant Resource Center will provide a shared physical space for legal aid, service providers and other community organizations working with tenants and on tenant issues; and 

WHEREAS, putting these groups in proximity will strengthen collaboration, expand tenant options via referrals based on needs and interests and more effectively connect tenants to existing municipal, nonprofit, educational, and community resources; and

WHEREAS, The Peace Education Center, a registered 501(c)3 organization, has agreed to be the fiscal agent and lead organization for the Center. The Center Coordinator will work with staff experienced in managing nonprofit finances and ensure compliance with all state and federal rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the HTF Committee recommends the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approve an amount of $200,000 to be committed to the Tenant Resource Center for one year of operation. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby approve $200,000 of unobligated HTF awarded ARPA dollars to the establishment of The Tenant Resource Center and authorizes entry into an agreement with The Peace Education Center to be the fiscal agent and lead organization for the Tenant Resource Center. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the agreement will include specific terms, consistent with American Rescue Plan requirements. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Peña, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Pawar, Schafer

          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Ruest    
   Approved 10/01/24

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Tennis     
 Approved 10/02/24
